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Making a Rhododendron Cross by Don Hyatt

Spring will be here before we know it and if you have
never made a cross before, 1 hope you’ll try making a few
this year. It is not hard. The bees do it with little training.

First, select two plants that might make an interesting
hybrid if their characteristics were combined. Choose one as
the “seed parent” and the other as the “pollen parent”.

For the seed parent, look carefully at individual flowers in
a truss to find the pistil. The pistil will be a long, solitary
structure in the center of the flower, and the end will be moist
and sticky if it is ready to accept pollen.

From the pollen parent, you will need to get some pollen.
Find the stamens; there are usually five or more of them in
each flower, and the capsules at ends called anthers contain
the pollen. Some plants have more pollen than others. Pollen
from early blooming plants can be saved in a refrigerator.

To make a cross, merely pick some stamens from a flower
and shake or twirl them gently. This scems to imitate insect
activity and often causes the pollen to start dripping from the
anthers. Then put some of that pollen on the sticky end of the
pistil in the other flower and the cross is done. Some people
cover the pistil or remove petals (corolla) and stamens from
those flowers so bees do not contaminate the cross.

Place a tag on the cross so you can find it later. List the
seed parent first and pollen parent second. If the cross took,
by fall, the base of the pistil should be swollen and full of
seeds. Pick those pods, let them dry out, and plant the seeds.
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