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Bruce Palmer says, “Everything is Leaf ” 

Holiday Potluck 
Thursday December 6th at 6:00 PM 
Woman’s Club, 1531 J Street, Eureka 

The Eureka Chapter of  the American Rhododendron Society members and 
guests should bring their favorite potluck main dish, salad, vegetable, side 
dish or dessert. The Chapter will provide coffee, tea, juice, plates, napkins, 
cups and utensils. BYOW (wine) if  you wish.  Members who bring a guest 
get a plant. The public is welcome.  
  President Bruce Palmer will give a program titled “Everything is 
Leaf ”.  The quote is from Goethe, the famous German author of  “Faust”.  
Goethe researched plants and many other things besides being a poet.  
Bruce’s talk will focus on how flowering plants became and remain the 
dominant plants on land.  It starts with some geological history, moves on 
to the anatomy of  typical leaves, then to adaptations of  leaves to different 
environmental conditions, including adaptations of  many rhodie leaves.  
The talk ends with a discussion of  why Goethe thought all plant parts de-
rive from leaves and why he may have been correct so long ago.   



Linguistic Gymnastics, A Conversation Between ARS Members 
   
“I still believe that you should pronounce plant names ‘the way your mother said it’…but, 
if  you think everything you hear on the internet is TRUE, then add this to your favorites 
list: http://www.finegardening.com/pguide/pronunciation-guide-to-botanical-latin.aspx.  
You can thank me later!” 
Tim Walsh 
 
“Thanks, Tim.  I will give it a try but I must say after 3 years of  Latin in high school and a 
mother who loves Latin and still finds it fun to read books such as Ulysses in Latin and 
tried really hard to make me pronounce things correctly, it just may be hopeless.  I still sub-
scribe to the saying someone had written inside my first Latin textbook - ‘Latin is a dead 
language.  It killed the Romans and now it's killing me.’” 
Mary Gearheart 

Plant of  the Month 
By Don Wallace 

Rhododendron 'Blaney's Blue' is al-
most electric. Did someone plug it in? The 
flowers are really astonishing! Whatever ol' 
Blaney did, it was really good. The plant is 
compact and will fill in a spot 5 ft tall and 
6 ft. wide in 10 years. The foliage has a 
bronze cast in the winter, adding an addi-
tional ornamental quality. The cultivar is 
so floriferous it will bloom well in shade 
too. Also, the small leaves will contrast 
nicely to the larger leaves of  elepidote 
rhododendrons.  
 
R. Blaney’s Blue is a member of  the some-

what overlooked lepidote species R. augustinii. This medium to large-growing shrub has 
narrow and somewhat smaller leaves than the typical rhododendron, and will usually have a 
hairy midrib on the leaf  underside. The species and all of  the other hybrids are very orna-
mental, producing large clouds of  flowers in shades of  blue to lavender or purple, pinkish 
or white, typically with reddish, purple or green spots and/or a blotch. If  you have the 
space, planting R. ‘Blaney’s Blue’, along with some of  the other named forms or hybrids in 
a mass, will produce a very pleasing display that is quite satisfying to the purple flower 
lover. As some of  the forms of  the species grow taller than R. ‘Blaney’s Blue’, be sure to 
plant them in the correct height gradation. Other lower growing R. augustinii cultivars 
would include: R. 'Blue Baron', R. 'Blue Diamond', and R. 'Vibrant Violet'.  

http://www.finegardening.com/pguide/pronunciation-guide-to-botanical-latin.aspx


Helix aspersa, Agriolimax reticulates, Ariolimax californicus,  
Monadenia fidelis, Haplotrema vancouverense, Achatina fulica 

 These are not the latest Rhododendrons found by Steve Hootman at the Rhododen-
dron Species Botanical Garden, but they may be in your garden! Helix aspersa is the com-
mon Brown or French Snail that was brought to San Francisco, California...on purpose, 
as the culinary treat escargot, during the Gold Rush. It has made its way to most of  the 
state and ruins our tender plants and many agricultural crops. Agriolimax reticulates is the 
brown slug that looks like a Brown Snail without a shell, its feeding habits are similar to 
the snail. Monadenia fidelis is the Pacific Sideband Snail which we see in the forests. Its 
shell is redwood colored and its body is pinkish-copper. As it tends to keep to its forest 
habitat we do not often see it in our gardens, though it is a vegetarian. Haplotrema vancou-
verense is a snail to invite in to your garden as it eats other snails. They are pale brown/tan 
and have a rather flat shell.  
 We can be happy that Achatina fulica has not made it to Humboldt County, yet. It 
is commonly called the Giant African Land Snail (GALS). In 1966 three “pet” snails 
were released in Florida where they have since become a major pest. As it can not toler-
ate temperatures below 36 degrees Farenheit it is unlikely to migrate north of  Florida’s 

Zone 10. It is supposed to be tasty but it harbors 
a parasite that infects humans with a mild form 
of  meningitis. It is the size of  a child’s fist. 
Ariolimax californicus is our forest dweller com-
monly called a Banana Slug. It often leaves its for-
est environs to feast on garden lettuces.  
 Slugs and snails are hermaphroditic mol-
lusks which reproduce sexually, but they can also 
self-fertilize. They lay their pearl-like eggs in the 
soil, usually in spring. In my garden I have found 
their eggs all year (they desiccate quickly when ex-
posed). 
 The best way to get them out of  your gar-
den is to pick them, early or late by headlamp. 
Rolled newspaper or cardboard, upturned flower 
pots and boards laid on the ground act as shelter 
and a convenient way to collect several in one 
place. I gather them in a can. I have found that 
the chickens and ducks that used to receive my 
pickings got tired of  eating them very quickly. 
Some people put them in a 1:1 solution of  water 
and household ammonia or dispatch them with a 
stomp of  the boot. 
 There are many baits on the market. Be 
sure to read the label! Beer baits work but when it 
rains they are not very effective. Copper tape is a 
good barrier for pots or small plants. June Walsh 

Ariolimax californicus , Banana slug on 
mushroom at Humboldt Botanical Garden 

Helix aspersa , garden snail 



WORD OF THE MONTH 
 

 Are you beginning to feel rather torpid (Latin: torpere, to be sluggish) at this time of year?  So are 
our rhodies.  It’s called DORMANCY, the word for this month.  It’s from the Latin dormire, to sleep.  
I’ve decided to recycle the word from January, 2010.  Jeannie Timmerman prompted the word then by 
observing that a lot of her rhodies were blooming very early.  She was concerned that there would not be 
very many for the April show.  It turned out that there were plenty of trusses that April, but I surmised at 
the time that the cause was fouled-up dormancy. Flowering plants have invaded a wider variety of cli-
mates than plants that evolved earlier in Earth’s history, such as ferns and conifers.  One factor that has 
made this possible is that the growth and flower buds become dormant late in the summer and remain so 
until after the cold winter.   As the days lengthen, the buds begin to grow under the influence of plant 
growth hormones.  The three factors together: temperature, day length and growth hormones, determine 
when and how well the new buds grow into leaves, stems and flowers.  Different plants have different 
requirements.  We can’t grow peaches well near sea level here because the winters are not cold enough.  A 
reasonable guess as to what caused the early bloom then is that the dormant buds responded to the pro-
longed cold spell we had in October 2009.  That should not have happened around here until about Janu-
ary 2010.  After it warmed up again, some of the dormant buds began to grow.  A majority of the buds 
appear to have gotten it right, though, so we ended up with plenty of trusses for the show in April 2010.  
The same word came up this time because we have an unusual volume of rhodies coming into bloom 
right now.  R. ‘Yak Pac’ is going to bloom before Christmas.  A number of our Azaleas are blooming 
weakly right now; R. ‘Mrs. Betty Oliver’ right outside my office window has dozens of blossoms out be-
fore the leaves are gone.  We only had one frosty night in October, so obviously the picture I painted for 
winter 2010 is over-simplified.  One of the most important features in the scientific method is to admit 
that your ideas are not accurate.  I may have been slightly off the mark in 2010, even though the idea will 
appear again in the winter 2013 issue of the Journal American Rhododendron Society.  The concept of 
dormancy is valid, but other factors obviously enter in, such as long-range temperature changes and rain-
fall patterns.  Plants are far more complex than we care to admit.  We get oddball rhodie blooms during 
most months of the year, which is why we have a truss table at every meeting.  Bring some to share in 
December.  
  
 A lot of study and experimentation has allowed the horticultural industry to produce plants for 
the trade almost any time of year. Sun Valley Floral Farm in Arcata is an excellent example.  Azaleas sold 
by florists, typically Rhododendron obtusum, are produced in completely enclosed buildings where light, day 
length and temperature can be strictly regulated.  Rooted cuttings are kept in refrigerated conditions, 
about 40 degrees, for five weeks with a specific light level for 12 hours per day.  After that, buds are in-
duced by raising the temperature to 60 degrees and often by spraying the plant with growth hormones.  
The whole process takes a bit more that a year to produce a plant for sale.  More appropriately to the sea-
son, Poinsettias are produced for the Christmas market the same way. So, if you are torpid, come out of 
it, produce a holiday dish and come to the Eureka Chapter Christmas party on December 6. 

Oh, what a goodly and a glorious show! 

The stately trees have decked themselves with 

white, 

And stand transfigured in a robe of light; 

Wearing for each lost leaf a flake of snow.  

–Rev. Richard Wilton (1827–1903) 



2012 in review; potlucks, tours, trophies, Rhodos. American 
Rose Society and American Rhododendron Society refur-
bished rose garden at HBG, Redwood Acres planter, Rhody-
Rockers, Daylily Diggers! Join us for more fun in 2013! 



Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society 
2050 Irving Drive 
Eureka, CA  95503-7022 

Eureka Chapter is published monthly 
except during July and August. 

Submissions from members are 
encouraged and should be mailed to June 
Walsh, Bulletin Editor, 2050 Irving Drive, 
Eureka, CA 95503-7022. Rhodyhos-
tel@suddenlink.net 

Membership information and 
applications are  also available from Trish 
Ortiz. Ars.trish.ortiz@gmail.com 

Eureka Chapter is a member of the 
Humboldt Botanical Gardens Foundation, 
Eureka, Calif., and The Rhododendron 
Species Foundation, Federal Way, Wash. 

Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the 
American Rhododendron Society.  

Eureka Chapter 
Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members  

September 2012 to June 2013 
Bruce Palmer, President    707-443-8045   bnpalmer@humboldt1.com 
Betty Bottemiller,  Past President   707-822-4935 bbbettybotts@gmail.com 
Tim Walsh,  Vice President    707-443-0604 timwalsh1@suddenlink.net 
Gail Ledbetter, Secretary    707-822-9678  luvchoc@pacbell.net 
June Walsh, Treasurer, Newsletter   707-443-0604 RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net 
Trish Ortiz, Membership    707-822-3330  ars.trish.ortiz@gmail.com 
Don Wallace, Programs    707-839-8777 donw@singtree.com 
Bruce and Nelda Palmer, Show Co-Chairs  707-443-8049 bnpalmer@humboldt1.com 
Tom amd Mary Marking, Show Co-Chairs  707-839-2073 tmmarking@sbcglobal.net 
Ellie Gayner, Publicity     707-443-1291 egayner@hotmail.com 
Jerry Reynolds, Director    707-269-9533  jerry_reynolds@suddenlink.net 
Max Abrahamsen, Director      rudyabe@aol.com 

Future Programs 
December 6, 2012    Bruce Palmer, “What Leaves are all About”  
      And Holiday Potluck 
January 24, 2013    Paula Trinoskey, “Asian Garden Design” 
February 28, 2013    Kathy Van Veen, “History of  Van Veen Rhododendron 
      Nursery” 
March 28, 2013    Judy and Bob “Building a Stone Bridge and Garden  
      Wanderings” 
April 25, 2013    Don Selcer, “Plant Hunting in China” 
April 26, 27 & 28    Rhododendron Festival Flower Show and Plant Sale 
May 23, 2013    Members’ Mini Show and Pizza 
June ?, 2013     Members’ Garden Tour and Potluck picnic 
Programs and Program dates are subject to change. 

Think about making a yearend gift to the Eureka Chapter, the Ameri-
can Rhododendron Society, the Rhododendron Species Botanical Gar-
den or the Humboldt Botanical Garden. Your gift can help keep these 
societies and gardens blooming for years to come. 


