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Three Generation  Van Veen Nursery 

 The Eureka Chapter is excited to welcome Kathy Van Veen to its February 28th meet-
ing to be held at the Eureka Woman’s Club at 7:00 p.m. Kathy is the daughter and grand-
daughter of  Rhododendron nurserymen. She was awarded the American Rhododendron Soci-
ety’s highest honor, The Gold Medal, in 2011. ARS past president Mike Stewart said of  Kathy, 
“She can root a pencil.” 
 Kathy’s program will be about the history of  the Van Veen Nursery which was begun in 
Portland, Oregon 1926 by her grand father, Theodore Van Veen (1881 - 1961), an immigrant 
from Arnheim, Holland. Upon her grand father’s death in 1961 her dad, Ted Van Veen (1916-
2003)also an ARS Gold Medal recipient (1976),  left IBM and took over the nursery. Kathy has 
worked in the nursery since a little “schnickelfritz”; 2013 will be her 51st straight year of  doing 
rhododendron cuttings. 
 Kathy is a University of   Washington graduate with degrees in Oceanography, Geology, 
and the  PhD  program  at UW in Quaternary Paleoecology ( i.e. fossil pollen in sediment 
cores from oceans and lakes). She grew up with the ARS and has been very involved with the 
Portland Chapter wearing many hats including president. She has been involved with the Crys-
tal Springs Rhododendron Garden in Portland. 
 Kathy’s dad, Ted Van Veen, wrote and published the first definitive Rhododendron pic-
ture book Rhododendrons in America in 1969, this book was so well received that it was translated 
into Japanese. In an early ARS newsletter article Ted Van Veen reminisced about his youth at 
the Van Veen Nursery,  “There is no record, but the year had to be prior to 1932, when we re-
ceived a shipment of  budded stock plants from Cottage Gardens Nursery in Eureka, Califor-
nia. They came up the coast by boat, and were packed in coffin-like wooden boxes with excel-
sior to hold the plants in place. Among the plants were some of  'Pink Pearl’, which are now 
giant plants, still at our nursery. I often think about the thousands of  cuttings clipped from 
these plants over a period exceeding 50 years. And then I consider the possible tens of  thou-
sands of  additional cuttings taken from the plants produced from that original stock, and so 
on down through many generations. I find it hard to believe our nation isn't literally covered 
by 'Pink Pearl'.”  

‘Pink Pearl’, Eleanor Philp 



The Eureka Chapter’s Rhododendrons 
in the Redwoods  long and short sleeved 
tee shirts and the sweat shirts will be 
available at the February 28th  meeting. If  
you are not able to attend the meetings 
you may call Ellie at 707-443-1291 for 
personal assistance. 
Medium to XX Large sizes available 
Prices from  $18.50 to $27.00   

Eureka Chapter Members’ Service Recognized by Humboldt Botanical Gardens 

Top Left from L to R Ellie Gayner, Mary 
Gearheart, Nelda Palmer, Paula and Rich-
ard Grabowski, Sue Silva and HBG Presi-
dent Evelyn Giddings; Humboldt members 
of  the  American Rose  Society (and Eureka 
Chapter members of  the American Rhodo-
dendron Society) are honored with the 
David Douglas Award for their work refur-
bishing the Rose Garden. Top right, Eureka 
Chapter member Ellen Gill is Volunteer of  
the Year. Bottom Left, Eureka Chapter 
member Max  Abrahamsen (nice Rhodo-

dendrons in the Redwoods shirt) was also recognized with the Volunteer of  the 
Year Award. 



WORD FOR THE MONTH: MYCORRHYZA 
By Bruce Palmer, the Pelekikena * 

 
June Walsh asked me to write about myself  for this issue because we are going 

back to Maui, where we spent twenty-five years.  We won’t be at the February meeting.  
It’s not easy for most people to write about themselves, so I’m going to do so in the con-
text of  roots.  Mycorrhyzae (Greek, mykes, fungus and rhyze, root) are fungi that invade 
the roots of  many plants and help the plants absorb water and minerals. At the last meet-
ing, Joel Ziegler reminded me that Rhododendrons and other members of  the Ericaceae 
family do not have root hairs for absorption and depend entirely on mycorrhyzae to get 
their needed nutrients. 
 So it is with most people.  We depend on other people for support and nourish-
ment.  I depend heavily on Nelda (no inference that either of  us is a fungus).  Both of  
our primary roots go back to Redding, where we met in high school.  We married after 
college and when I had served my time in the army we put down our secondary roots in 
Ferndale, where we lived for seven years.  I got the seven year itch and, after a year at the 
University of  Oregon, had a chance to start the biology program at one of  seven brand 
new community colleges in Hawaii, all run by the University of  Hawaii.  Obviously, we 
went to Maui and grew our tertiary roots.  I equipped a brand new lab and originated and 
taught several lower division biology courses, including botany and zoology and survey 
courses in marine biology and natural history.  We stayed for twenty-five years and still 
have numerous close friends there.  I spent six years as the chief  academic officer (Dean 
of  Instruction) and retired from that position.  For a variety of  reasons, we realized we 
couldn’t stay on Maui.  We looked at a number of  places on the West Coast and decided 
Humboldt County was still a pretty magical place, so we came back.  We’ve been back for 
twenty years and, counting the eight years we lived here before we went to Maui, we have 
lived in Humboldt County longer than anywhere else.  I guess we put down quaternary 
roots here and they have become primary.  Every Eden has its serpents, but this a pretty 
special place, especially since it is truly, as Dee Daneri used to say, “Rhododendron Cen-
tral”.  It won’t be long before our rhodies prove it to us once again. 
 
 *Pelekikena; The Hawaiian term for president is Pelekikena after haoles came to Hawai’I or Iku 

Lani as the equivalent before contact.  Pelekikena is the closest Hawaiians came to pronouncing 

president.  
Below, Ericoid mycorrhyzas have hyphal coils in outer cells of the 

narrow "hair roots" of plants in the family Ericaceae.  

http://mycorrhyzas.info  

Aminita mycorrhyza. Web pictures and descriptions. 



Plant of  the Month  
Rhododendron racemosum 

By Don Wallace 
   One of  the first rhododendrons to 
bloom is the species R. racemosum.  
The word racemose means: taking the 
form of  a raceme or cluster. This is an 
appropriate name, as the flowers are in 
clusters all along the stems. The result is 
clouds of  small flowers making a remark-
able display. The flowers open over a pe-
riod of  a month or so, starting in mid 
February, with some flowers going past 
as new ones open, extending the bloom. 
A member of  the Subsection Scabrifolia, 

this attractive and interesting species is found growing in the wilds of  Yunnan, Sichuan and 
Guizhou provinces of  China at elevations starting at 3,000 feet and up to 14,000 feet. Plant 
explorers will typically find this species along forest margins with rocky slopes, and in open 
terrain as well. It is interesting to note also that there are many forms found with some only 
growing to 1 foot tall, and others growing up to 12 feet tall. Most available forms these days 
grow to 6 feet tall in 10 years. Flower color can range from white, to light pink, to picotee 
forms with a dark pink edge to the flower. One form is named “apricot” racemosum, but is 
more of  a yellow-pink color. “Rock Rose Rhododendron” is a common name given to the 
species. Hybridizers have used this plant to produce new and desirable plants like ‘Ginny 
Gee’ (Superior Plant Award), ‘Pioneer’, ‘Windbeam’, and ‘Mary Fleming’.  This plant, being 
hardy to  -5 degrees F, can be grown by collectors in the colder parts of  the country. A 
mixed planting of  R. racemosum, R. arboreum, and crocus will not disappoint those gar-
deners looking for an early blooming display. 

Cardamine hirsute, is a weed! It is originally from Europe and 
Asia and has become an invasive weed in our Humboldt County 
gardens. Though it is an annual which generally flowers in fall 
through winter, here in Coastal Humboldt it flowers and shoots 
its seeds ALL year. It is a member of  the Brassica family and can 
be eaten as a bitter herb. It has many common names; pop weeds, 
bitter cress, hairy bitter cress and Jumping Jesus. Like many Bras-
sicas it has seeds that burst explosively, casting the seeds far from 
the parent. If  you want to rid your garden of  these evil invaders 
you need to remove the weed before it goes to seed (ha, fat 
chance!). Remove the pulled plants to the garbage, as the plant’s 
seeds will continue to ripen after being pulled. Some sources sug-
gest using Cardamine hirsute as a winter cover crop!  Late summer 
mulching is suggested to prevent germination. 

Rhododendron racemosum 



 We need your photos for the Rhodo Show April 27and 28 

To help you capture some great images we honor the legacy of one of the grand ladies of rhododendrons and of photography – Eleanor Philp, of 

Noyo and Eureka Chapters, who passed away in early February 2012.  Eleanor wrote this article some years ago; it has been reprinted in several 

Chapters’ Newsletters. You will note that Eleanor used film at the time she wrote this article, however most of her comments translate well to 

digital photography and it is much less costly to “destroy” unwanted evidence. 

 

When I pick up my camera to photograph for the day, I feel certain that this time I will get 'A BETTER IMAGE.' 
The equipment decide to use at any given time depends on my plans for that day. For me there is not just one 
camera, or one lens that would be right for all jobs. 
EQUIPMENT: Know your equipment. This ranks at the top of my list of rules. Take time to study your cam-
era, including the lenses and accessories. When you become familiar with these pieces, they treat you like old 
friends, doing their best for you. 
COMPOSITION RULES: Composition rules are not hard and fast but rather guidelines, which can often be 
successfully stretched. Know the rules and consider them carefully when looking through your viewfinder. Think 
of using other choices before releasing the shutter. Composition means the arrangement of all elements in a pic-
ture, including shapes, colors, and shades. In the end you must learn to trust your own eyes and judgment. Learn-
ing the techniques of photography is much easier than training yourself to see good photographs. Composing 
well takes time and practice. 
LIGHTING: When used with thought and care, lighting adds dimension to your photos. I prefer sun on my 
subject if doing close-ups. For garden scenes I like diffused light. It spreads evenly, giving a softening of texture 
not found under bright light. If the sun shines too brightly, the sunny areas look too light and shady areas too 
dark. If using subdued lighting, the whole scene comes together with better balance. 
NATURAL LIGHT: The sun at a 45 degree angle provides the most versatile light. Front light, sidelight, or 
backlight are available simply by changing where you place your camera. When doing close-ups in my own gar-
den, I find I need to consider conditions other than just light. The sun doesn't rise over the trees until mid-
morning, and, by early afternoon, the wind starts rising. To use sun for close-ups, I must work within the fairly 
short time span of late morning. Getting the garden scenes is much better then. The early daylight, with no wind, 
provides ideal time for this type of photography. You need to work within the conditions available to you when 
you do your own work. 
FRONT LIGHTING: Front lighting works well for showing all the details on the surface of your subject. 
SIDELIGHTING: This is an excellent light, whenever possible, that adds depth and drama, bringing out tex-
ture. It is the most useful type of light when texture is important. 
BACKLIGHTING: Backlighting is the most dramatic light of all when used for showing hair on flowers, leaves, 
and insects. 
CLOSE-UPS: Macro lenses close focus and give you a flat field photograph. Using a standard lens can distort 
the edges if you get too close to your subject. A macro lens does not make a close-up or any photo look different. 
It does, however, keep everything in focus right to the edges. For extreme close-ups of flowers or other subjects, 
this is important. 
TRIPOD: Using a tripod improves almost any photograph, especially close-up photography. With your camera 
mounted on a tripod, carefully check the viewfinder, to ensure that you are getting what you want, because what 
you see is what you're going to get. Remember that when you magnify anything on film you also magnify camera 
vibrations and subject movement. Use a tripod heavy enough to stop any movement in the wind, but light 
enough for you to carry. Use your tripod to crop your picture before you release the shutter. You can slowly ad-
just the camera, mounted on the tripod, to ensure you see exactly what you want. 
THE EYE OF THE CAMERA: (HOW THE CAMERA SEES) The camera sees objects differently than the 
human eye. Our eyes mentally correct distortions while the camera does not. Avoid a background that is distract-
ing, or the wrong color. You may not notice while you concentrate on the main subject, but the camera sees and 
remembers all. Become accustomed to looking at everything in your viewfinder. 
IN CONCLUSION: As important as anything said here, I urge you to enjoy! Photography is a hobby that en-
hances your enjoyment whenever you use it. It continues to give pleasure as you go over your pictures in years to 
come. You share it with friends and family. Memories flood back as you remember details otherwise forgotten. It 
teaches you to look with a closer eye, seeing more of what surrounds you. It provides something that can't be 
done with most hobbies: If the results don't satisfy you, learn from the error and destroy the evidence. HAVE 
FUN! 



Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society 
2050 Irving Drive 
Eureka, CA  95503-7022 

Eureka Chapter is published monthly 
except during July and August. 

Submissions from members are 
encouraged and should be mailed to June 
Walsh, Bulletin Editor, 2050 Irving Drive, 
Eureka, CA 95503-7022. Rhodyhos-
tel@suddenlink.net 

Membership information and 
applications are  also available from Trish 
Ortiz. Ars.trish.ortiz@gmail.com 

Eureka Chapter is a member of the 
Humboldt Botanical Gardens Foundation, 
Eureka, Calif., and The Rhododendron 
Species Foundation, Federal Way, Wash. 

Eureka Chapter is a chapter of the 
American Rhododendron Society.  

Eureka Chapter 
Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members  

September 2012 to June 2013 
Bruce Palmer, President    707-443-8049   bnpalmer@humboldt1.com 
Betty Bottemiller,  Past President   707-822-4935 bbbettybotts@gmail.com 
Tim Walsh,  Vice President    707-443-0604 timwalsh1@suddenlink.net 
Gail Ledbetter, Secretary    707-822-9678  luvchoc@pacbell.net 
June Walsh, Treasurer, Newsletter   707-443-0604 RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net 
Trish Ortiz, Membership    707-822-3330  ars.trish.ortiz@gmail.com 
Don Wallace, Programs    707-839-8777 donw@singtree.com 
Bruce and Nelda Palmer, Show Co-Chairs  707-443-8049 bnpalmer@humboldt1.com 
Tom amd Mary Marking, Show Co-Chairs  707-839-2073 tmmarking@sbcglobal.net 
Ellie Gayner, Publicity     707-443-1291 egayner@hotmail.com 
Jerry Reynolds, Director    707-269-9533  jerry_reynolds@suddenlink.net 
Max Abrahamsen, Director      rudyabe@aol.com 

Future Programs 
February 28, 2013    Kathy Van Veen, “History of  Van Veen Rhododendron 
      Nursery” 
March 28, 2013    Judy and Bob  Mathey “Building a Stone Bridge 
       and Garden  Wanderings” 
April 25, 2013    Don Selcer, “Plant Hunting in China” 
April 26, 27 & 28    Rhododendron Festival Flower Show and Plant Sale 
May 23, 2013    Members’ Mini Show and Pizza 
June 2, 2013     Members’ Garden Tour and Potluck picnic 
Programs and Program dates are subject to change. 
 

Good morrow, Benedick. 

Why, what’s the matter; 

That you have such a February face, 

So full of  frost, of  storm and cloudiness? –William Shakespeare, Much Ado About Nothing 


