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Paula Trinoskey - Stone as Garden Enhancement 

Have you ever dreamed of  having an Asian garden in your yard?  The selection and placement of  

stone in Asian Garden Design is the featured talk at the American Rhododendron Society 

meeting on Thursday January 24th at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Woman’s 

Club 1531 J Street, Eureka.  Eureka Chapter members and Bronze Medal awardees Paula Tri-

noskey and her husband, Verne, have traveled extensively to Asia studying and taking pictures 

of  numerous gardens.  They have incorporated Asian designs in their Eureka garden, creating 

mini gardens in Japanese, Chinese, Thai/Cambodian, and Balinese style.  These efforts, and a 

study of  Japanese gardens in particular, have formed the foundation of  this presentation on 

Asian Garden Design.  Paula grew up in Michigan on an evergreen nursery founded by her 

father in 1938. Although this gave her a wealth of  knowledge and a love for conifers, she did 

not know that until she was building her own gardens years later. When weeding seed beds 

and planting over a million trees in her youth, she never dreamed that she would be planting 

gardens using her own designs. [She still hates to plant but loves the result.]Trinoskey’s photos 



 Since joining the Eureka Chapter of the American Rho-

dodendron Society, you have worked hard to increase partici-

pation in the annual truss show. Your efforts have included or-

ganizing the Flower Arrangements section by helping to de-

velop the rules and classifications, obtaining judges each year 

through the Humboldt Arrangers’ Guild, and serving as a 

clearing house for exhibitors to be sure adequate space in allo-

cated for the arrangements. 

 You have also been a volunteer for show duties, as well as 

for other Chapter activities and programs over the years. 

You’ve also been a regular participant – and frequent winner – 

in the annual show. 

 For your contributions and dedicated work on behalf of 

the Chapter, the Eureka Chapter of 

the American Rhododendron Soci-

ety is pleased to present the  

Bronze Medal to  

Carol Dunning 
this "6

th
 day of December 2012. 

December Holiday Potluck 

Participants and all the 

Rhodos in bloom! 



Plant of  the Month 
 Rhododendron ‘Elegance’   

By Don Wallace 
I have decided to nominate one of  
my new hybrids as Plant of  the 
Month. This rhododendron has 
been named ‘Elegance’. It is not 
yet registered. The cross was done 
in 1992, and is R. ‘Lem’s Cameo’ x 
R. ‘Apricot Sherbet’. Other sister 
seedlings from this cross are quite 
fragrant, but R. ‘Elegance’ has little 
fragrance. The cultivar, however, 
makes up for it with excellent foli-
age and elegant flowers, thus the 
name. I believe this plant will be a 
good commercial plant and will be 
in many gardens over time.  
R. ‘Elegance’ does prefer some 

shade, and since it is a precocious bloomer, will bloom well even in lower light levels. It is 
less ‘finicky’ as its seed parent R. ‘Lem’s Cameo’, making it easier to grow. The flower 
trusses are a perfect dome shape, and have peachy-pink, pastel shade colors.  
Since this hybrid has fragrant genes in both of  its parents it makes it an excellent candidate 
for developing more fragrant flowering rhododendrons. I plan on using R. ‘Elegance’ as a 
parent in my hybridizing program this coming spring. Don Wallace’s photo 

*****SAVE THE DATES***** 
APRIL 26th, 27th and 28th 

By Mary Marking, Show co-Chair 

 

The Eureka Chapter of  the American Rhododendron Society will hold its an-
nual Rhododendron Show and Plant Sale April 27th and 28th at  
St. Bernard’s School in Miles Halls in Eureka. 
We will need volunteers on Saturday and Sunday, as well as on Friday evening, 
the 26th, for setup.  Sign up sheets will be available at the February 28th meet-
ing.  
Please consider volunteering for a couple of  hours to help make this years 
show another great success. Gayle Teter will be the volunteer coordinator 
again this year, please say “yes” when she calls! 



Word of  the Month 
By Bruce Palmer, Eureka Chapter President 

 
 This month’s word is Phototropism.  It’s from the Greek photos, light, and trope, turn-
ing.  Tim Walsh suggested it.  It’s a good topic for this month; that’s about all that’s going on 
with our rhodies and other plants at this time of  year.  When the light is on one side of  a 
plant, especially a newly sprouted one, the stem bends toward the light.  Charles Darwin was 
the first to discover that the cause is internal to the plant.  Darwin is best known for assem-
bling many of  the facts behind evolution, but he contributed findings to a wide variety of  bio-
logical problems.  He and his son Frank put caps on seedlings and discovered that if  the tips 
are kept in the dark the shoots will not grow toward light.  Their conclusion was that some 
substance in the tips of  the stems was causing the bending.  They were correct.  In the early 
twentieth century, the substance was extracted and named Auxin (Greek, auxien, to increase).  
We know now that auxin is produced in the tip cells and tends to migrate to the shady side of  
the stem.  What happens there is that auxin causes enzymes to weaken the cell walls in the 
shade, allowing those cells to elongate.  As the cells in the shade become longer than the ones 
in the sun, the stem is forced to bend toward the light.  We left some Paperwhite Narcissus 
bulbs in the bag too long this year and they reached out for the light.  Here they are, now 
freshly planted (in a pot from one of  Paula and Verne Trinoskeys’ yard sales).  As long as we 
orient them so the bent stems are pointed away from the light, they will probably straighten up 
and bloom normally in a few weeks. 
 As usual, the story is not that simple.  Research over time has shown that there are 

many types of   auxins.  Their actions aren’t limited to 
causing stems to bend.  Two of  the auxins, Indoleace-
tic acid and Indolebutyric acid, are ones we use in 
Rootone and similar rooting products  to induce cut-
tings to sprout.  The auxins don’t act in isolation.  
Other plant “hormones” have been identified which 
act in association with auxins and by themselves to 
cause other plant growth actions.  That’s a story for 
another time.  The next time you’re out in the garden, 
look closely  at your Rhododendrons and other 
shrubs.  Those in the shade are bending toward the 
strongest light.  That’s phototropism. Bruce Palmer’s photo 

 

Nature will bear the closest inspection. She invites us to lay our eye level with her 
smallest leaf  and take an insect view of  its plain. -Henry David Thoreau, naturalist and author (1817-1862) 

Photos of January 2013 mushrooms in the Moss Family Temperate Woodland Garden at Humboldt Botanical Garden 



Notes From the Chair,  

Reprinted with permission from “ The Yak” newsletter of  the Fraser South Chapter  

Vancouver, BC, Canada 

By, Fraser South President Brenda Macdonald 

And the rain, it raineth every day ..... (except here in Humboldt County this January 2013) 

 This scrap of Elizabethan nonsense sprang to mind the other day as I gazed out our windows at the rain 
pouring off the overloaded gutters. We were experiencing extended periods of wet rain (you know, the kind that gets 
you really wet) in amongst the relentless dry rain (the kind that just gets you damp) that had being going on for days. 
This is all part of living in a ‘Mediterranean’ climate zone, although in the depths of a Pacific Northwest winter it is 
hard to see what exactly is Mediterranean about it.  
 But this is what climatologists do, define climates by the range and sequence of average temperatures and the 

pattern of wet and dry periods. And we are part of a climate type that enjoys warm arid summers and wet mild win-

ters. 

 This is, unfortunately, exactly what rhododendrons do not need in order to grow successfully. What they 

really need is a “Monsoon” climate zone, which has warm, very wet summers and mild dry winters. This delivers all 

the moisture to the plant when it is actively growing, but keeps its feet dry during the cool winters when it is resting. 

 We are all aware, and quite thankful, that the western edges of the continents in the northern hemisphere are 

significantly milder both in summer and in winter than the eastern edges. This is true both in North America and in 

Britain, although the differential is certainly more pronounced in North America, due, no doubt to its vastly greater 

breadth. In both cases, the western edges of the continents benefit from the tempering nature of warm ocean currents  

- the North Atlantic Drift (the northern arm of the Gulf Stream) for the western side of Scotland, and the Alaska arm 

of the North Pacific Current for the Pacific Northwest. It is also what causes the high rainfall on these wet west 

coasts. 

 But this is also what allows parts of Scotland at 56˚N, and Vancouver at 49˚N to grow plants that are impossi-

ble for almost all inhabitants of the eastern seaboard of North America much above 37˚N. 

 And what allows Scottish gardens at 49˚N to grow rhododendrons even more effectively than Vancouver or 

even Seattle is not so much the temperature as it is the rainfall distribution. Scotland definitely does not enjoy a Medi-

terranean climate, so even though there is less total rain in Perth, Scotland for instance, than in Vancouver, Canada, it 

is the constant amount, the higher volumes during the crucial growing months of April through September that pro-

vide the benefit. You can see the rainfall distribution on the charts on the next page. 

 This is what rhododendrons like; this is what they have in their native habitat in Asia. All summer long, from 

the beginning of the wet season in May or early June, to the beginning of the dry season in September or early Octo-

ber, the rhododendrons are bathed in water every day. It can be literally running over their roots, but as long as it is 

not stagnant and as long as it is during the active growing season, they couldn’t be happier. Then, by the time the dry 

season comes, the rhodos are slowing down and need little water to keep them going until the next spring comes. 

 So the problem with the Pacific Northwest is that we have it all bass-backwards. We have drought just when 

we need deluges, and constant rain when the rhodos want to rest.  

 Which brings us to the cultural workarounds we can use to combat these difficulties. 

 1)   plant your rhodos on the ground, not in it. By placing the root ball at or just slightly below ground level, 

and piling good quality soil with lots of coarse organic matter all around, supporting the root ball well without smoth-

ering the top, you will be able to keep the plant above the worst of the winter wet. 

 2)   which means in the summer you will have to water, water, water. Plants sitting above the ground level will 
be more susceptible to drought stress than those planted in the garden proper. Rhododendrons are not xeriscape 
plants, so a system of emitter hoses or sprinklers is going to be essential if you want to have thriving plants with good 
bud set.   
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Eureka Chapter 
Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members  

September 2012 to June 2013 
Bruce Palmer, President    707-443-8049   bnpalmer@humboldt1.com 
Betty Bottemiller,  Past President   707-822-4935 bbbettybotts@gmail.com 
Tim Walsh,  Vice President    707-443-0604 timwalsh1@suddenlink.net 
Gail Ledbetter, Secretary    707-822-9678  luvchoc@pacbell.net 
June Walsh, Treasurer, Newsletter   707-443-0604 RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net 
Trish Ortiz, Membership    707-822-3330  ars.trish.ortiz@gmail.com 
Don Wallace, Programs    707-839-8777 donw@singtree.com 
Bruce and Nelda Palmer, Show Co-Chairs  707-443-8049 bnpalmer@humboldt1.com 
Tom amd Mary Marking, Show Co-Chairs  707-839-2073 tmmarking@sbcglobal.net 
Ellie Gayner, Publicity     707-443-1291 egayner@hotmail.com 
Jerry Reynolds, Director    707-269-9533  jerry_reynolds@suddenlink.net 
Max Abrahamsen, Director      rudyabe@aol.com 

Future Programs 
January 24, 2013    Paula Trinoskey, “Asian Garden Design” 
February 28, 2013    Kathy Van Veen, “History of  Van Veen Rhododendron 
      Nursery” 
March 28, 2013    Judy and Bob “Building a Stone Bridge and Garden  
      Wanderings” 
April 25, 2013    Don Selcer, “Plant Hunting in China” 
April 26, 27 & 28    Rhododendron Festival Flower Show and Plant Sale 
May 23, 2013    Members’ Mini Show and Pizza 
June 2, 2013     Members’ Garden Tour and Potluck picnic 
Programs and Program dates are subject to change. 

Rain fall charts from the article 
on the previous  page  


