AUSTRALIA / NEW ZEALAND RHODODENDRON CONFERENCES

ITINERARY as of 10 March 2006

For updates see www.eatrav.info


OCT 15 – NOV 6, 2006

OCT 15:  AIR TRAVEL/CROSS INTERNATIONAL DATELINE
Board your overnight flight for Melbourne.  During your flight, cross the International Dateline and lose a day.

OCT 17:  ARRIVE MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA
Upon arrival, you are transferred to your hotel.  That evening enjoy an introduction to Melbourne as you dine in the luxurious Colonial Tramcar Restaurant.  Overnight at Novotel Melbourne Hotel (3 nights).

OCT 18:  MELBOURNE CITY SIGHTS TOUR
Morning half-day tour of the major highlights of Melbourne, including the Royal Botanic Gardens.  Afternoon free for shopping or personal exploration.

OCT 19:  GREAT OCEAN ROAD ADVENTURE TOUR
All-day guided tour along the great ocean road seeing the huge stone monoliths of the Twelve Apostles, Island Arch, Razorback and the rugged coastline with its spectacular views.  
OCT 20:  FLY TO BURNIE TASMANIA 

Transfer to the Melbourne airport for your flight to Burnie Tasmania.   Upon arrival, you are transferred to a conference hotel or B&B (4 nights).  In the evening attend the Pacific Region International Rhododendron Conference welcoming reception and dinner.

OCT 21:  BURNIE TASMANIA (PACIFIC REGION RHODODENDRON CONFERENCE)
Morning trip to Emu Rhododendron Garden with introductory talk by garden curator.  Guided tour, morning tea and barbeque lunch included.  Transfer to Burnie Civic Center for conference talks by three guest speakers.  Evening conference dinner.
OCT 22:  BURNIE TASMANIA (PACIFIC REGION RHODODENDRON CONFERENCE)
Hear additional talks presented at the Burnie Civic Center or choose optional all day coach tour of local gardens.  Attend hybridizer’s evening event or have a free evening.

OCT 23:  BURNIE TASMANIA (PACIFIC REGION RHODODENDRON CONFERENCE)

Tour of local gardens, includes morning tea and picnic lunch.  Evening is free.

OCT 24:  CRADLE MOUNTAIN AND QUEENSTOWN, TASMANIA
Tour of Cradle Mountain National Park with a guided tour of endemic rainforest.  Continue tour to west coast with overnight stay in Queenstown (3 nights).  Meals included.

OCT 25-26:  WEST COAST WILDERNESS REGION EXPLORATION
Cruise up the Gordon River through dense temperate rain forest.  Ride the Tasmanian Wilderness Railway through a rugged mountain area on a restored steam locomotive.  Overnight in Queensland.  Meals included.
OCT 27:  TRAVEL TO HOBART TASMANIA
Travel to Hobart via Tasmania’s central highlands.  Overnight in Hadley’s Hobart Hotel (2 nights).

OCT 28: HOBART TASMANIA
At leisure to visit the Hobart Rhododendron Show, Salamanca local market or Hobart Botanical Garden.

OCT 29: FLY TO CRISTCHURCH NEW ZEALAND
Transfer to Hobart airport for your flight to Christchurch New Zealand via Melbourne.  Overnight in Christchurch Hotel (1 night).

OCT 30: TRAVEL TO GREYMOUTH NEW ZEALAND
(Information based on draft conference itinerary supplied by New Zealand Rhododendron Society.) Transfer by coach to Greymouth, location of the New Zealand Rhododendron Conference.  Check in to a Greymouth Hotel (5 nights).  For those who don’t mind an early start the Trans-Alpine Railway is an alternative (may incur additional cost.)  Registration for conference, social hour, official welcome, and buffet dinner.

OCT 31: WESTPORT VIA THE SCENIC COAST ROAD 

Opportunity to view The Pancake Rocks at Punakaiki   One garden will be visited just north of Punakaiki and two in Westport.  Depending on time, delegates will hopefully be able to walk the Truman Track – very short distance but interesting botanically.  Return to Greymouth.  Evening free. May choose to can spend the evening at the Jade Boulder Gallery.  There will be a working display and meal available.

NOV 1:  CONFERENCE TOURS AND SPEAKER
Conference guest speaker.  Morning tea.  Depart for Hokitika.  A garden to be visited enroute and one visit in Hokitika. Lunch at Kokatahi.  Visit one garden in the Kokatahi district.  Return to Greymouth.  Conference dinner.
NOV 2:  GREY VALLEY GARDEN TOURS
Visit four gardens in the area.   Lunch served at the third garden.  

NOV 3:  GLACIER TOUR / GREYMOUTH
Day trip to Franz Joseph and/or Fox Glacier.  Optional flight sightseeing, weather permitting (this must be pre-booked.).  Return to Greymouth for overnight stay.

NOV 4:  PICTON / WELLINGTON NEW ZEALAND
Transfer by bus or coach to Picton.  Ferry boat to North Island and transfer to Wellington, New Zealand.  Overnight stay near Wellington (1 night).

NOV 5:  PUKEITI RHODODENDRON TRUST, NEW PLYMOUTH NEW ZEALAND
Visit several Palmerston North area gardens, e.g. Cross Hills in Kimbolton, and Paloma Garden, just south of Wanganui.  (Quote from Graham Smith, Director of Puketi “This is something special. It is very different to anything else in the country with a basin and hillside devoted to succulents and amazing foliage plants. It always causes excitement to those who visit and makes a great contrast to rhododendrons!. Clive and Nicki Higgie are the owners and it is one of the Gardens of National Significance, which can be found on the New Zealand Gardens Trust website.)  Overnight in New Plymouth Hotel (1 night)

NOV 6:  NEW PLYMOUTH / AUKLAND / USA
Your driver takes you to Taranaki to spend the morning at the Pukeiti Rhododendron Trust garden before flying to Auckland, New Zealand.  Board flight for return to USA.  During your flight, cross the International Dateline and arrive the same day.
This itinerary is subject to change.   Costs for this itinerary are estimated at $5,000 per person, and will depend upon availability of airline seats and hotel space at the time of booking.   Some meals are included but many are on your own.  Travel Insurance will be required, cost is based on age at date of booking.

For updates on this itinerary see www.eatrav.info
To request a personalized quote please email diane@arsoffice.org or call
Diane Weissman in California at 650-964-1003.  

