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NEXT MEETING: 
 

TUESDAY, 
JULY 21st  

at 
The Adorni Center 
1011 Waterfront Drive 

Eureka 
 

Board Mtg. - 6:30 p.m. 
Regular Mtg. - 7:00 p.m.  

 
Join us.   

Everyone is Welcome!  
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Welcome to new member, Kathrin Burleson from Trinidad, 
who has a Corgi.   
 
I want to send a huge thank you to all who helped with the 
breed/obedience/rally shows in Ferndale.  Setup always 
takes a full day, and although teardown doesn't take as 
long, we are all very tired.  So, to all who helped, THANK 
YOU.  We had lots of compliments on our efforts.  We heard 
only a few negative items, and they will be used to help us 
improve next year's show.   
 
The agility trials are July 17-19.  Beverly will need help with 
setup and teardown.  Please let her know if you are 
available to help.  Volunteers are also needed for various 
duties during the three trial days. 
 
LCKC will be represented at Woofstock and the Farm Store 
Pet Fair in the near future.  Please plan to participate in any 
and all of these events.   
 
Again, job well done at the past shows.     
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The following was sent to me by Cathy Wright.  With the summer here (well, not exactly HERE in Humboldt but 
here in the rest of the state), many of you will be traveling to shows, traveling to trials, or just traveling.  We are 
spoiled here on the North Coast with our mild summers, but other parts of the state are not so fortunate.  The 
article was written with hunting dogs in mind, but most of the information relates to all dogs.  – Ed. 
 

Avoiding Heat Related Injuries in Dogs 
by: Nate Baxter DVM 

 
The first thing that needs to be understood is that dogs and people are different enough that most of the info 
cannot cross lines.  I do not profess to know what are the appropriate procedures for people other than what I 
learned in first aid. 
 
Dogs do not lose enough electrolytes through exercise to make a difference, but if the dog gets truly into heat 
stroke, the physiology changes will make them necessary. BUT oral replacement at that point is futile; they need 
IV and lots of it. 
 
Cooling: Evaporative cooling is the most efficient mean of cooling.  However, in a muggy environment, the 
moisture will not evaporate, so cooling does not happen well. I cool with the coldest water I can find and will use 
ice depending on the situation.  The best way is to run water over the dog, so there is always fresh water in 
contact.  When you immerse a dog in a tub, the water trapped in the hair coat will get warm next to the dog, and 
act as an insulator against the cool water, and cooling stops.  If you can run water over the dog and place it in front 
of a fan. That is the best.  Misting the dog with water will only help if you are in a dry environment or in front of a 
fan.  Just getting the dog wet is not the point; you want the water to be cool itself, or to evaporate. 
 
For MOST situations all you will need to do is get the dog in a cooler environment, i.e., shade, or in the cab of the 
truck with the air conditioning on (driving around so the truck does not overheat and the AC is more efficient).  Up 
to a couple of years ago, I was very concerned about my dogs getting too hot in the back of my black pickup with a 
black cap.  New white truck fixed a lot of that problem.  When I had one dog I just pulled the wire crate out of the 
car and put it in some shade and hopefully a breeze.  But having 2 dogs and running from one stake to another, 
that was not feasible.   So I built a platform to put the wire crates on; this raises the dog up in the truck box where 
the air flow is better. Then I placed a 3-speed box fan in front blowing on the dogs with a foot of space to allow 
better airflow.  I purchased a power inverter that connects to the battery and allows the 3 speed fan to run from the 
truck power.  It has an automatic feature that prevents it from draining the battery.  When I turned that fan on 
medium I would find that the dogs were asleep, breathing slowly, and appeared very relaxed and comfortable in a 
matter of 20 minutes or less, even on very hot muggy days. 
 
Alcohol: I do carry it for emergencies.  It is very effective at cooling due to the rapid evaporation.  It should be used 
when other methods are not working.  You should be on your way to the veterinarian before you get to this point.  
We recommend using rubbing alcohol, which is isopropyl alcohol, not ethyl, for those of you not aware.  So do not 
try to drink it.  Alcohol should be used on the pads and lower feet area where there is little  more than skin and 
blood vessels over the bones.  Use a little bit and let it evaporate; you can use too much as some is absorbed 
through the skin.  There are concerns about toxicity, but you have to get the temperature down.   
 
UPDATE NOTE-alcohol has fallen out of favor with ER specialists; use it only as a last ditch effort if nothing else 
works. 
 
I purchased those cooling pads, but found that the dogs would not lay on them.  I would hold them on the back of a 
dog that just worked to get a quick cool, but have not used them for years.  I also bought a pair of battery operated 
fans but found them pretty useless.  Spend your money on the power inverter and get a real fan. 
 
Watching temperature: If you feel your dog is in danger of heat injury, check its temp and write it down.  Keep 
checking the temp every 3 minutes.  I recommend to get a rectal glass thermometer.  The digital ones for the drug 
store I have found to be very unreliable.  Don't forget to shake it down completely each time; sounds silly, but 
when are worried about your companion, things tend to get mixed up. This is VERY IMPORTANT**once the temp 
STARTS to drop, STOP ALL COOLING EFFORTS .  The cooling process will continue even though you have 
stopped.  If the temp starts at 106.5, and then next time it drops to 105.5, stop cooling the dog, dry it off, and  
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continue monitoring.  You will be amazed how it continues to go down.  If you do not stop until the temp is 102, the 
temp will drop way too low.  I cannot emphasis this point enough. 
 
When the dog is so heated that it is panting severely, only let it have a few laps of water.  Water in the stomach 
does not cool the dog; you just need to keep the mouth wet so the panting is more effective.  Do not worry about 
hydration until the temp has started down.  A dog panting heavily taking in large amounts of water is a risk of bloat.  
Due to the heavy panting they will swallow air, mixed with a large amount of water they can bloat.   Once the temp 
is going down and panting has slowed to more normal panting, then allow water. The dog will re-hydrate it self 
after temp is normal.  If the dog has a serious problem and even though you have gotten the temp normal, get the 
dog to a vet, as it can still need IV fluids and some medication.  Also, a case of heat stroke can induce a case of 
hemorrhagic gastroenteritis (not parvo), with a ton of very bloody diarrhea and a lot of fluid and electrolyte loss. 
These cases need aggressive treatment. 
 
The best method of treatment is prevention. Learn to watch your dog, and see the changes in the size of the 
tongue, and how quickly it goes down.  Learn your dog's response to the different environments, and be careful 
when you head south for an early season hunt test or trial.  I have been to Nashville at the end of May, only 5 
hours away, but the difference in temp and humidity did effect the dogs as they were used to more spring weather 
in Ohio. Try different things in training to help the dog cool and learn what works better. 
 
Another very important point= Do not swim your hot dog to cool it then put in a box/tight crate. Remember, 
evaporation can not take place in a tight space, and the box will turn into a sauna and you will cook your dog. 
Carry a stake out chain, and let the dog cool and dry before putting it up.  I demonstrated this lesson this spring 
with my 10 month old  pup.  After doing a 15-minute session in yard drill on a warm 70+ degree day, she was 
panting pretty hard and was pretty hot.  She was OK but it was time  to stop.  Just for the heck of it I took her temp. 
She was 103.6, above normal but not too bad for a dog that had just finished working.  In my back yard  I have a 
300 gallon Rubbermaid tub filled with water.  I took her to it, and she jumped in and out 3-4 times.  She appeared 
totally improved, tongue was much smaller, and eyes brighter, and her full spring was back into her  step.  So I re-
took her temp and it was 104.2; so even though she looked better, she was hotter. This is a perfect lesson to show 
not to get a hot dog wet and then put them in a box.  The water on her skin caused the blood vessels to constrict, 
decreasing blood flow to the skin.  Therefore the hot blood  was shunted back to the dog's core and retained the 
heat. You may have felt the same thing, after exercising but still being very warm, take a shower and get cooled 
off, but as soon as you turn the shower off, you start sweating again.   
 
I know this is a bit long, but hopefully this is easy to understand and helps provide some useful information. 
 
Remember: Prevention, learn your dog. It is worth the time and effort. 
Nate Baxter, DVM 
Lebanon, OH 
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�������� Have you heard……. 
 

President Jill Otto's  young Spinone boy, "Gucci"  distinguished himself at our own Lost Coast 
Kennel Club shows.  On Saturday, he went BOB over specials for a 5-point major  and then on to be 
awarded a Group IV .  On Sunday he again went BOB over specials for a 4-point major  to FINISH!   

 
Presenting ... 

 
Champion  HopeCreek Capolavoro Cioccolata Di Madrygal  

 
 

 

 
(Gucci is shown being handled by our own Anita Gage) 
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Kris and Bayard Smith’s  young Deerhound, Tillie , ran to a five point lure coursing major  on  
June 13 in Dixon, hosted by the Northern California Whippet Fanciers Association.  The organizers said this 
was the largest AKC coursing event in the U.S.!   
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Irene Hetrick's  young Dobie girl, Jamaica , was awarded 2 more championship points  at the 
  shows in Gridley... plus earned her first 2 legs towards a CD !  She is shown here going for a ride with her 

friends to feed the horses.�
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Some of us got new puppies this year, but our vice president, Michelle, went for 
something larger.. . 
 
Pictured below is Michelle on her new Arabian horse , Rushcreek Nicky.  Less than two weeks after 
getting Nicky, Michelle participated in the Ride for Life, the equestrian version of Relay for Life, to help 
raise funds for the American Cancer Society.    
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Your most humble editor's six-month-old fluff muffin Puli puppy, Linni , went to her very first dog 
shows last month  – "Woofstock" in Vallejo - and came back home with 6 points, including Best of Breed 
for a major win  over fully corded adults.  Needless to say, I was thrilled.  Linni thanks her friend, Poppy, for 
cheering her on in Group! 
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  Tina Moulton's  little Italian Greyhound, Madonna  (Jo-Na-Da's Madonna), went WB/BOW for 
her first point  under Judge Mildred K. Bryant at our own Lost Coast Kennel Club show on Saturday 
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  Many other members were successful at our shows.  I know that the Gage's lovely Irish Setter 
placed in Group one day and WON the Group the other.  Chris Irvin's Belgian Terverun, Wizard, got a Group 
placement, too.  The Dahlstroms went home with points on some of their Border Terriers.  Nancy Handgraaf got a 
point on one of her Pembroke Welsh Corgis.  Gemini Herzog's Mastiff earned a point, too.  Nick Mendes' and 
Cathy Wright's co-owned Parson Russell Terrier, bred by Cathy, also went home pointed.   
 
Some of our members were successful in Obedience and Rally Obedience as well, including Trish Morgan, Irene 
Hetrick, Cindy Harcharik, Jane Patterson, Paula Cunningham, and Chris Irvin.  I'm sure there may be others that I 
don't know about. 
 
I started going through the show results posted on MB-F's website, but it became too overwhelming and time 
consuming to try to check every breed, every group, and every obedience and rally class for each day.   
 
So...If you earned points, finished a Championship, placed in Group, earned a leg in Obedience or Rally,  earned a 
placement in Obedience or Rally, or finished a title, let us know!  BRAG ABOUT IT.  Even if I've already mentioned 
your name above, we'd enjoy the details.  And if you tried but didn't win anything, stories about your attempts are 
just as welcome...and sometimes even more entertaining.   
 
Send me your information, and I'll include it in the next newsletter.  Photos are always nice but not a necessity. 
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Paula Cunningham's brag is from a different sort of dog show.  In Paula's own words: 
 
"I entered my painting, Waiting for Sam, in the 23rd annual Art Show at the Dog Show, which ran from  
March 1 through April 5, 2009, in Wichita, Kansas.  My painting took a 3rd place in the Pastels category.  I 
have had pieces accepted into this show several times in the past, but this is the first time I have received an 
award.  The Best in Show is a purchase award by the AKC Museum of the Dog and goes into their 
permanent collection.  I will continue to aim for it!" 
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Thanks to Irene for submitting the following to help us better understand show dogs: 
 

 
Pet dogs versus show dogs... 
 
Pet dogs shed .................. Show dogs blow coa t.  
Pet dogs are in heat ......... Show dogs come into season.  
Pet dogs trot .................... Show dogs gait o r move.  
Pet dogs stand ................ Show dogs stack.  
Pet dogs get a bath ......... Show dogs are groomed .  
Pet dogs beg for treats .... Show dogs bait.  
Pet dogs poop ................ Show dogs toilet or eliminate. 
Pet dogs bark at other dogs ..... Show dogs spar. 
 
 
Dog Show Definitions.. . 
 
1.  Great stud dog ............... Mounts anything that can fog a mirror. 
2.  Excels in movement ....... If he gets loose, ru n like hell.  
3.  Personality plus ............ Wakes up if you p ut liver up his nose.  
4.  Good bite ...................... Missed the jud ge, got the steward. 
5.  Large boned ................. Looks like a Clyd esdale.  
6.  Good obedience prospect ... Smart enough to com e in from the rain, but ugly. 
7.  Quiet and good natured ..... In his kennel.  
8.  Excels in type and style ..... However, moves l ike a "spider on speed". 
9.  Won in stiff competition ..... Beat four puppie s and a 9-year-old novice dog. 
10. Multiple group winner ..... At two puppy matche s.  
11. Pointed ..................... His head is shape d like a carrot.  
12. Noted Judge ............. He put up our dog. 
13. Respected Judge ...... He put up our dog twice.  
14. Esteemed Judge ...... He puts up anything that crawls. 
15. Specialty Judge ....... Puts up anything that l ooks like his own breeding. 
16. Won in heavy competition ...The other dogs were  revoltingly overweight. 
17. Shown sparingly ...........Only when we had it in the bag. 
18. Show Prospect ............. He has 4 legs, 2 ey es, 2 ears, 1 tail. 
19. Finished in 5 shows ..... And 89 where he faile d to win a ribbon. 
20. Well Balanced .............. Straight as a stic k, front and rear.  
21. Handled brilliantly by .... Nobody else can get  near him. 
22. At stud to "approved" bitches ...... Those bitc hes whose owner's check is good. 
23. Linebred from famous champions...... Ch. Whoozi tz appears twice 6th generation. 
24. Terrific brood bitch ...... Her conformation is  the pits, but she conceives big litters. 
25. Wins another Best In Show ... His second, under  the same judge, our uncle. 
 

 
A fellow Puli person came across a British website which had movie clips from old dog 
shows...and I do mean OLD.  Some of the clips are from the 1930's!  It's kind of fun seeing 
what exhibitors looked like in those days, but I found it especially interesting and 
entertaining to see how breeds have changed in appearance – both in grooming style and 
structure - over the years.  Check out :    

http://www.britishp athe.com/ record.php? id=65395 
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LOST COAST KENNEL CLUB MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 16, 2009  -  Mendes home, Ferndale 

 
BOARD MEETING  6:45 p.m. 
Present:  Michelle Dostal, Irene Hetrick, Chris Irvin, Nick and Patty Mendes, Kris Smith, Deb St. Myers. 
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Approved as printed. 
Report of the Treasurer:  Chris Irvin reported on the current value of our accounts.  Approved MSAC. 
Unfinished Business:  The response to the complaint about a member will go out soon.  Canine vest donation 
publicity meeting is coming up.  They are currently using it. 
New Business:  none 
Adjournment:  7:00 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
Present:  All of the above plus Deb and Cory Enns, Rose Kessler, Beverly Morgan Lewis, Danielle Reed. 
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Approved as printed. 
Report of the President:  Jill Otto.  Show entries are down from last year.  436 vs. in the 490’s last year.  Rally 
entries are up. 
Report of the Secretary:  Kris Smith.  Received information from the SF SPCA which is doing a performance clinic 
in August; insurance renewal, catalogs, and a raffle donation. 
Report of the Treasurer:   See above.  Ring practice is bringing in quite a bit.  Approved MSAC 
Report of Committees: 
- Ring practice:  Rose said there has been good participation.  One more before the show. 
- Newsletter – send news and pictures 
- Website – nothing new 
- B-OB show - Most things under control.  Needs:  2 more grooming tables, someone to put up the wood signs, 

flowers, t-shirt sellers, national anthem performer, radio batteries.  If the show is 3 days next year, we will 
need more trophy donors.  Raffle donations are down.  Work day on Friday - 9 a.m.  Description of parking 
needs to be rewritten in premium. 

- Agility Trial -  Ribbons nearly $1400, but probably enough for 2 years.  Thursday the 16th set-up 9 a.m.  
Insurance: Fairground’s wording will be added to the main policy so we won’t need separate additional 
insureds. 

Election of New Members:  Kathrin Burleson from Trinidad with a Corgi was elected to an associate membership. 
Unfinished Business:  Canine vest – see above. 
New Business:   
- 10x10 Canopy donated by Von Hickman; we will give 3 show catalogs.  Irene will donate $50 to Aussie rescue 

in Kathy’s name from LCKC. 
- Possible CERF clinic by HumDog – planning in process. 
- Woofstock – August 16.  Will discuss at July meeting. 
- Farm Store Pet Fair – Sep 12 Sat.  Will discuss at July meeting. 
Adjournment  9:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kris Smith, LCKC Secretary 
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www.lostcoastkennelclub.org 


